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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE – 6th March 2017

Committee Present: Councillor J Dabell (Vice Chairman, in the chair)
Councillor R Mainstone (Town Mayor) 
Councillor Mrs J Mockford (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Favor, Mrs Mainstone, Mockford and Peacock

Also Present: 5 members of the public. 
Officers present: Town Clerk

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all to this meeting. 

283 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

.       Mr Beale asked about the 2 sheds that had appeared at the end of Institute Walk/ 
Cantelupe Mews. He assumed they were bike / bin sheds and wondered if they had 
been part of the original planning application. 
Mr Barnby noted the position with the Mid Sussex District Plan and that they had 
included 2 strategic locations for East Grinstead as part of the inspectors call for 
sites, he asked what discussions with developers have been held with the District 
and the Town Council concerning Imberhorne Farm 
Cllr Whittaker advised that EGTC had been approached by a developer for that 
area over a year ago and had held 2 meetings as fact finding as to where the 
developers were. The latest update a couple of months ago was that they had not 
had any pre planning discussions with MSDC. 
Mr Allen asked what the update was on the Travel Lodge as work seems to have 
stopped.  It was replied that our understanding is that the building as a travel lodge 
and Wilkinson outlet is still underway and would be opening in June. 
Mr Allen asked about 17/0696 and said that the telegraph pole that serviced many 
homes for telecommunications was absent from the Photoshop picture submitted 
with the plan, but hoped very much it would not be removed as it was vital for the 
infrastructure. 

The Public were thanked for their questions                   

284 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies were received from:
Cllr Mrs Russell Away on business
Cllr Webster Unwell 

285 MINUTES

RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th February
2017 having been previously circulated, be confirmed 
and signed by the Chairman. 
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286 DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST FROM MEMBERS

* Cllr Mainstone declared a personal interest in all plans under items listed as 6 and 
7 as an elected member of MSDC appointed to Area Plans Committee B.  He 
further reserved the right to alter his views should the plans come before Area Plans 
Committee B based on contributions from the public, other members or reports from 
MSDC officers. He included being a member of MSDC District Planning 
Committee in this declaration.

*Cllr Mainstone declared he was a member of the East Grinstead Society but had 
not been involved in the determining of the views submitted to this committee.   

*Cllr Mainstone and Cllr Mrs Mainstone declared personal and prejudicial interests in 
17/0501 as Cllr Mainstone is a Trustee of the Museum.  They both left the room for 
the deliberation and vote.    

*Cllr Mockford declared a personal interest in all plans under items listed as 6 and 7
of the agenda, as an elected member of MSDC appointed to Area Plans Committee 
A reserving the right to alter his views should the plans come before the District  
Council Committees, based on later submissions or professional advice.

287 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS

The chairman made the following announcements:
o District Plan update – from Judy Holmes and Garry Wall 
Assistant Chief Exec - Judy Holmes has issued a note to Parishes following the 
Inspectors interim conclusions.  MSDC are disappointed in his findings to increase 
the housing number from 800 to 1026.   He has also suggested a 5 year review to 
increase further if Brighton cannot meet their need. 
He is advising that the District should give more advice to Parishes including 
allocation of the number of homes each parish must find.   Finally he is suggesting 
that the strategic site number of 500 should be reviewed downwards. 
The inspector was due to hold one further day of evidence on Friday 3rd March, 
however MSDC cancelled this in order to consider their options further.  They have 
released a press release from the leader of the council saying how disappointed 
they are in his findings.  Our local MP has tweeted that the findings are ill advised 
and MSDC evidence has been disregarded.  
We have no idea what will happen next, especially as MSDC cancelled the last 
day of the hearings.  With regards the EGNP, there is no requirement to re-open 
our plan, in effect this would be a new plan process, but we did say that subject to 
the MSDC plan we may revisit the housing sites.  We believe that a district plan is 
necessary, as without it our own plans are significantly weakened, but perhaps 
more worrying is the reduction of the size of strategic sites, which could mean 
more piecemeal development without the S106/CIL to provide the needed overall 
infrastructure.   These are interesting and worrying times and we shall continue to 
watch developments as they unfold. At this time we are not making 
representations to MSDC as we need to see what their next steps are and we trust 
they will talk to parishes to help them determine these steps, as we are all 
affected.               

o The Mayfield survey
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ICM have conducted a survey of 1000 Horsham and Mid Sussex residents 
concerning development in the area. They have released their findings and the 
headlines are that 69% of people agreed with new housing in the districts / 93% 
felt that infrastructure should accompany new homes / 69% expressed a 
preference for a single site rather than development spread across existing 
settlements.    This was of course in line with the Mayfield proposal for a 10,000 
new development between Horsham and Mid Sussex.  Mayfield have issued their 
own releases pointing to these findings. 

o The planning proposal for Tandridge   
A proposal for 100 + homes has been circulated to Baldwins residents on behalf of 
Fairfax Homes, as they would be accessed from Lingfield road.  The site is actually
in the Tandridge District however as it will clearly affect the roads and 
infrastructure of East Grinstead the Clerk has written to MSDC to ask if they are 
aware of this and that when it is submitted for planning that MSDC represent the 
issue of the roads and ensure that EGTC are aware so that it can likewise come to 
this committee.   No response has been received from last week’s email by the 
Clerk, however it is hoped that MSDC will agree to support East Grinstead 
concerning this development.       

o West Street traffic calming
Committee will recall that the WSCC highways officers advised of the intention to 
provide some traffic calming on the narrow stretch of West Street between Queens 
Walk and Queens Road.  The public consultation started last week on this (they 
are promoting a priority over traffic scheme at the pinch point) but with a layby so 
that residents can park short term to offload shopping etc. Details are available on 
the West Sussex CC website and also in the library.  Kevin Moss from WSCC will 
be at the library on 9th March to support the consultation should anyone wish to go
along, see the plans and speak with him.  The Town Council welcomes the 
initiative as this road has long been the site of traffic mounting the pavement to 
pass at the narrowest points and incidents have occurred.     

o Response from MSDC re article 4 
MSDC (Judy Holmes) have now responded to the Clerk advising that the District 
have undertaken some study of the commercial buildings in East Grinstead and 
they are not at significant loss as yet.  However across the District MSDC are 
concerned (as are we) as to the effect to of the permitted development rules and 
they will be keeping this under review. They acknowledged our concerns.    They 
are not minded to consider the Article 4 at this time but have promised to keep us 
up to date and review the situation as things develop.        

These announcements were noted with some committee members adding their 
frustration with the position of the District Plan and the Fairfax Homes proposal.   

288 PLANNING APPLICATIONS (INCLUDING PROTECTED TREES)

RESOLVED: That Mid Sussex District Council be informed that the 
observations of the Town Council, on the applications 
set out in the appendix to these Minutes, are as 
indicated in column 4 thereof.
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289 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 

The Chairman reminded the Committee that the next meeting was Monday 27th

March 2017; he closed the meeting at 8.28pm

SIGNED

CHAIRMAN
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Appendix 163 6th March 2017

DM/17/0409
(TOWN) 

Martyns Place Cottage  
Martyns Place RH19 4HF
(Mrs W Makolski)

Reduce Holly trees (hedge) by 1m from 
no6 to no11 Aspen Court, to leave 
height at 3m (T2) remove hazel from 
Holly’s overhanging no 11 

Recommend refusal as the owner of the 
trees have not been established 

DM/17/0600
(ASHPLATS)

3 Loxfield Close  
(Mrs K Orger)

T1 English Oak, Prune back lowest 
southern lateral limb by approximately 
8 metres back to next vertical branch 

Would support approval subject to no 
objection from the MSDC tree officer 

DM/17/0704
(TOWN)

Great House Court
Fairfield Road
(Mr Jonathan Holbrook)

T1 Sycamore - lift crown overhanging 
car park by 3 metres

Would support approval subject to no 
objection from the MSDC tree officer

DM/17/0425/HOUS
Herontye

Pasquamond, Lewis Road
(Mr + Mrs Bannister)

Two storey and single story front 
extension and first floor and single 
storey rear extensions. 

Would Support Approval 

DM/17/0461/HOUS
Herontye

83 Dunnings Road
(Mr S Shimizu)

Proposed single storey rear extension 
and first floor side extension.

Would Support Approval

DM/17/0501/FUL
Town

DM/17/0507/HOUS 
Imberhorne

East Grinstead Museum,
Cantelupe Road 
(Mrs L Richards)

4 Shelley Road
(Mrs May)

Proposal for a two storey museum 
extension with basement storage, to 
form new museum gallery. 

Proposed extension to existing utility 
room to include pitched roof to the front 
of the garage, running along the front to 
continue over the single story entrance 

Would Support Approval - the 
committee accepted that the 2 storey 
frame was less intrusive than a 3 storey 
and therefore have less impact on St 
Swithuns. The plans are in keeping with 
the museum itself.   

Would Support Approval  
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DM/17/0510/HOUS
Herontye

3 Southlands
(Mr J O’Sullivan)

hall/porch which currently has a flat 
roof.

Erection of conservatory to the rear.  
Would support approval 

DM/17/0523/HOUS
Imberhorne

10 Byron Grove
(Mr Paul Phillips)

Proposed two storey side extension, 
removal of existing garages and 
erection of a rear ground floor 
extension. 

Would Support Approval 

DM/17/0568/HOUS
Ashplats

33 Elizabeth Crescent
(Mr Dean Coomber)

Proposed extensions and alterations 
from a 2 bedroom bungalow to from a 4 
bedroom chalet bedroom.

Would Support Approval

DM/17/0597/COU
Imberhorne

3B Birches Industrial Estate
(Mr Mark Hobbs)

Change of Use from B1/B8 
(storage/distribution) to D2 (gym). 

Would Support Approval

DM/17/0609/VOC
Baldwins

Nonsuch Cottage,
Lowdells Lane
(Mr Keith Anderson)

Variation of condition 3 relating to 
planning application DM/15/4506, for 
the existing front hedge to be trimmed 
to 1.5m and cut back, to incorporate 
2no. timber access gates and paved 
access paths in accordance with 
drawing 1220-10. 

Recommend Refusal:  The Committee 
felt strongly that the hedge should be 
retained, it had been a factor when they 
originally considered this application and 
the condition had been applied. It must 
not be removed.  The Committee 
supported the view of the MSDC tree 
officer  

DM/17/0611/HOUS 2 The Hall, Rockwood Park, To add a habitable room in the loft 
Would Support Approval
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Herontye Saint Hill, Saint Hill Road
(Mr Richard Howell-Peak)

space of existing building, with en suite 
bathroom. 

DM/17/0659/HOUS
Imberhorne

5 Christies 
(Julian Turner)

Single storey kitchen extension to the 
rear of the property. 

Would Support Approval

DM/17/0682/HOUS
Baldwins

4 Overton Shaw
(Mr and Mrs T Chidgey)

Part two storey and part single storey 
side extension to south flank and single 
storey side extension to north flank. 

Would Support Approval

DM/17/0696/FUL
Town

122 Queens Road 
(Mr and Mrs Fear)

Proposed change of use from workshop 
and office with on site goods storage 
and customer parking dwelling house 
(C3a). Construction of 4no. one bed 
and 1no. two bed, apartments.

Recommend Refusal : This represents 
overdevelopment of the site.  EGNP 
policies 3A/3D/5A/5G/11 are all relevant 
to refusing this application.
EG3A - the plans would not be 
proportionate nor in keeping with the 
surrounding area
EG3D – the plan does not comply 
EG5A – As the premises will have no 
parking provided in an over-subscribed 
parking zone this will not be sustainable  
EG5G – it does not meet its own 
infrastructure need
EG11 - the plan requires all new build 
to provide a traffic assessment of the 
impact on the highway. As this is not 
included the plan must be determined 
invalid until this is provided to allow the 
assessment to be considered as to the 
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DM/17/0703/LDC
Baldwins 

15 Overton Shaw
(Mr and Mrs Peaty)

Removal of existing conservatory and 
erection of a single storey side 
extension. This is an application to 
establish whether the development is 
lawful.  This will be a legal decision 
where the planning merits of the 
proposed use cannot be taken into 
account. 

impact on the already congested road 
system in East Grinstead. 
Finally the artist impression has 
removed the telegraph pole which 
serves several dwellings.  Should this 
plan be considered further the intentions 
as to this telegraph pole must be 
established as it simply cannot be 
removed to accommodate new 
dwellings.     

Noted 

DM/17/0758/FUL
Town

Rontec Brooklands Service 
Station, 27 Station Road 
(Mrs Natalie Gaunt)

Retention of installed ATM to the left of 
the On The Run Café shop front 
installed through brickwork. 

Would Support Approval


